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Largest Showing of Academic Advising Graduates 
Attends Campus Commencement Ceremonies

Dr. Ken Hughey, Edith Bryant, Joan Shinault, Olivia Chan, Alyssa Neider, Carrie Randall, Trixie Stewart, 
Dean Michael Holen, Brian Buckwald, Megan Temchin, Carol Jones.

This May, nine academic advising gradu-
ate students made the decision to travel 

to Manhattan, Kansas, to participate in 
the on-campus commencement ceremony. 
Most of the students had never been to 
Manhattan, had never even stepped foot 
on the campus of Kansas State University. 
They had earned Master of Science in Aca-
demic Advising degrees completely online. 

During the celebrations these students had 
the opportunity to meet some of their pro-
fessors and fellow students face to face for 
the first time. The scheduled events includ-
ed a brunch sponsored by the College of 
Education at the Manhattan Country Club. 
We would like to offer a hearty congratula-
tions to all our 2011 program graduates – 
master’s and certificate!

Academic Advising Program Blog Launched 

The Academic Advising Graduate 
Program has launched a blog to com-

municate better with students, faculty 
and alumni. The blog is a comprehensive 
repository for information about the pro-
gram including deadlines, course offerings, 
the student handbook, faculty biographies, 
links, and academic advising articles. 

The academic advising blog is an effort to 
make our online students feel more a part 
of Kansas State University and the pro-
gram. It also gives us a chance to republish 
articles by our students and alumni and 
publish student profiles. The blog is avail-
able to the public at http://academicadvis-
ing.wordpress.com/

The Advisor
Alumni News for the Academic Advising Graduate Program

http://academicadvising.wordpress.com
http://academicadvising.wordpress.com
http://academicadvising.wordpress.com


Al
um

ni
 N

ew
s f

or
 K

an
sa

s S
ta

te
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 A
ca

de
m

ic
 A

dv
isi

ng
 G

ra
du

at
e P

ro
gr

am
s

The Advisor July 2011

Th
e A

dv
iso

r
Al

um
ni

 N
ew

s f
or

 th
e A

ca
de

m
ic

 A
dv

isi
ng

 G
ra

du
at

e P
ro

gr
am

2

Al
um

ni
 N

ew
s f

or
 K

an
sa

s S
ta

te
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 A
ca

de
m

ic
 A

dv
isi

ng
 G

ra
du

at
e P

ro
gr

am
s

Meg Murtha Receives NACADA Academic Advising   
Excellence Award

Margaret Murtha, a master’s degree 
student, received a NACADA 

Region 1 Academic Advising Excellence 
Award at the Northeast Region 1 Confer-
ence, March 9-11, 2011 in Burlington, 
Vermont.

Meg is an assistant professor and aca-
demic advisor at Landmark College in 
Putney, Vermont. Landmark is a small two 
year college dedicated to serving students 
with various kinds of learning differences, 
including Dyslexia, ADD/ADHD, and 
Aspergers. She has served the college for 
19 years as a tutor, teacher, Director of the 
College Placement Office, and a full-time 
academic advisor.

In the nomination document, Provost 
Brent E. Betit said, “Meg supports the 
needs of the most complex learners on the 
planet on a daily basis, patiently and skill-
fully providing the non-directive guidance 
and advice that they require to be indepen-
dent, capable learners.” 

“Over the course of a lengthy academic 
career at Landmark, Meg has served hun-
dreds of such learners, and is often men-

tioned at graduation 
by the tearful but 
triumphant young 
graduates – young 
men and women 
who often entered 
our doors stumbling 
and fearful, but 
who leave with ex-
traordinary courage, 

abilities, and self-confidence. Hundreds of 
contributing members of society, now lead-
ing fulfilling and productive lives, owe part 
of their success to the skill, commitment, 
and passion of Meg Murtha.”

The awards were instituted in order to 
recognize individuals in the region who 
have demonstrated qualities associated 
with excellence in the academic advising of 
students or excellence in academic advising 
administration. By honoring individuals 
NACADA Region 1 hopes to bring more 
deserved recognition and respect to the 
important role that academic advisors play 
in higher education.

Congratulations Meg!

Academic Advising faculty were pub-
lished in the NACADA Journal Spring 

2011, Volume 31:

From Boots to Books: Applying Schlossberg’s 
Model to Transitioning American Veterans 
by Shawn W. Ryan, Aaron H. Carlstrom, 
Kenneth F. Hughey, and Brandonn S. 
Harris.

*Names in bold are faculty in the program.

We would love to showcase the accom-
plishments of our alumni. Please let us 
know of any awards, published articles or 
other significant career accolades. Send an 
email to pmcglynn@ksu.edu.

Honorable Mention
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The National Academic Advising As-
sociation (NACADA) promotes and 

supports quality academic advising in 
institutions of higher education to enhance 
the educational development of students. 
NACADA provides a forum for discussion, 
debate, and the exchange of ideas pertain-
ing to academic advising through numer-
ous activities, such as conferences, webinars 
and publications. 

NACADA publishes Academic Advising 
Today monthly and the NACADA Journal 
twice a year. These are great resources, as 
well as great publications to share your 
knowledge of academic advising with your 
peers. Be sure to check out the website: 
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu.

NACADA Website

mailto:pmcglynn%40ksu.edu?subject=
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu
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Jessie Carduner, a Certificate Graduate, Published 
in NACADA Journal

Jessie Carduner’s article, Exploratory 
Honors Students: Academic Major and 

Career Decision Making, was published in 
the latest edition of the NACADA Jour-
nal, Spring 2011, Volume 31, Number 
1. In this qualitative study, Carduner and 
her co-authors, Gary M. Padak and Jamie 
Reynolds, investigated the academic major 
and career decision-making processes of 
honors college students who were declared 
as “exploratory” or undecided students in 
their freshman year at a large, public, mid-
western university.

The researchers found that participants 
used both rational-choice procedures 
(matching world-of-work with likes and 
interests) and alternative models (emotions, 
experience, chance and influence of others) 
to make major and career decisions. The 
majority of participants selected combina-
tions of programs–double majors, majors 

with minors or concentrations and majors 
that allowed a lot of flexibility so that they 
could use multiple talents and not shut off 
their interests.

The NACADA Journal is a biannual 
refereed journal of the National Academic 
Advising Association. It exists to advance 
scholarly discourse about the research, 
theory, and practice of academic advising 
in higher education. NACADA members 
receive subscriptions as part of their mem-
bership benefits. 

Jessie Carduner is an Assistant Professor 
of Spanish at Kent State University. She 
received her certificate in academic advis-
ing from Kansas State University in 2006. 
When contacted about her article she said, 
“I am especially thrilled that I could use 
what I learned in the NACADA/K-State 
certificate program for publications as well 
as in my own practice.”

NACADA Annual Conference in Denver Oct. 2-5

The National Academic Advising Asso-
ciation (NACADA) will conduct their 

35th Annual Conference in Denver, CO. 
The conference runs from Sunday, Oct. 2 - 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2011. Make your plans 
now to attend the conference.

•	    Opportunities for formal and informal 
networking with 2,800 advising col- 

  leagues.

•	    Professional development for advisors 
through more than 350 workshops, con- 

 current sessions and poster presentations.

•	    Presentations in a range of theoretical, 
practical and interactive formats.

•	    Commission and Interest Group meet-
ings which bring together colleagues     

 with similar concerns in over 35 specific  
 advising areas.

•	    Region meetings to introduce you to 
advisors from institutions in your   

 geographic area.

For more information visit the NACADA 
website: http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/an-
nualconf/2011/index.htm.

K-State Reception in 
Denver, Oct. 2, 5pm 

Join us for an informal reception for 
students, graduates, and faculty in the 

Kansas State Graduate Programs in Aca-
demic Advising at the Annual NACADA 
Conference in Denver. Come and meet 
your fellow students and faculty on Sunday, 
Oct. 2, 5-6:30 pm in the Strata Bar of the 
Hyatt Regency.

http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/annualconf/2011/index.htm
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/annualconf/2011/index.htm
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Craig McGill: Academic Advising Program Leads to 
New Career

Craig McGill earned a master’s in academ-
ic advising in August 2010 and completed 

the certificate in 2009. He travelled to Man-
hattan, Kansas in December to attend Kansas 
State University’s commencement ceremony. 
We caught up with Craig at the NACADA 
conference in Orlando and he shared his 
experiences with the Kansas State Academic 
Advising Graduate Program.

I started my first class for the graduate 
certificate in academic advising in June 
2006, over four years ago. At the time, I 
was about to enter a graduate program in 
music, and planned to complete the cer-
tificate simultaneously—augmenting my 
regular semesters with one advising course. 
My other graduate work took over and I 
decided that I could not do both, but I 
always kept academic advising in the back 
of my mind.

When I finished my master’s degree in 
May 2008, I did not know where I was 
heading. I still was thirsty for education, 
but was not yet ready to enter a PhD pro-
gram. And there was still this unfinished 
certificate. So, two years after starting the 
certificate, I began it again with the justifi-
cation that even if I never advised formally, 
a background in student affairs would be 
helpful in whichever career route I pursued.

 After only one class, I knew that I wanted 
to become an academic advisor. I applied 
for several academic advising jobs with no 
luck. With no advising job, I decided to 
continue with the master’s program. One 
month later, I landed a part time advising 
gig. 

I have worked for the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln for just over a year. I 
have been part time up until September 
1. I finished the certificate in December 
2009, and completed the master’s degree in 
August 2010. I assist with advising for the 

biochemistry department. We have one full 
time Biochemistry professional advisor. In 
my new full time role, I now am thechief 
advisor for our growing forensic science 

department, which 
is currently in it’s 
fourth year.

My personal ad-
vising philosophy 
is one of pedagogy: 
as a teacher guides 
a student through 
the content of a 
single course, the 
advisor’s role is 
to show how the 
students’ courses 

relate to their entire curriculum and life-
plan. Advising is not merely ticking off 
requirements, but rather, an exploratory 
and comprehensive process of helping the 
student to discover their life goals, values, 
beliefs, passions and talents. I believe advis-
ing should be focused on strengths, since 
dwelling on a student’s weaknesses is like 
advising a student who is not there. Most 
importantly, I do not view education as a 
means to an end, but rather, as a lifetime 
process. If I can effectively communicate 
that attitude to the students I work with, I 
have done my job.

The program has helped me so much! 
Since I did not have advising experience 
when I started, the program helped me get 
my current position, and the completion 
of the degree was the impetus to make my 
part time job a full time position. In ad-
dition, the degree gave me leverage in the 
advising job market. What I learned in the 
courses has not only enriched my practice, 
but also, has changed me as a person. I am 
grateful for the experience and the extra 
credentials.


